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PART #2 


Interactions south of the Carpathians and along the Danube river 


Fourth/third millennium BC barrow graves in North-East Bulgaria 
(120 years of investigations) 


STEFAN ALEXANDROV 


Abstract 


The article discusses the present state of research of the Early Bronze Age mortuary practices in North- 
East Bulgaria, focusing on barrow graves. More than 120 graves from the region are discussed with 
an attempt to include them into several typological groups: supine inhumations with flexed legs; semi- 
supine inhumations; relaxed and contracted hocker inhumations, extended inhumations. The groups 
are chronologically assigned, according to the radiocarbon dates available, to different periods of the 
Early Bronze Age in the region as follows: supine inhumations with flexed legs to 3300—2600 cal BC 
period; relaxed hocker inhumations to 3300—2900 cal BC period; contracted hocker inhumations, semi- 
supine inhumations and extended inhumations to 2900—2500 cal BC period. The group of the very much 
contracted hocker inhumations is argued to actually date to the Middle Bronze Age. 

Special attention is paid to the groups of the relaxed and slightly contracted hocker inhumations with 
parallels to the West/Northwest of the region investigated, but, most of all — to the north, in North 
Dobrudja and, Zhivotilovka — Bursuceni and Vânători — Bolotesti groups north of the Danube river. 
The appearance of the supine inhumations with flexed legs with their additional characteristics — 
predominantly male graves; head in the western sector; red ochre spread over the body, especially the 
head, wrists and feet; rectangular pits covered with wooden planks; organic cover over the pit floor 
as well as stone anthropomorphic stelae, is related to Yamnaya Culture. Its appearance in North-East 
Bulgarian lands is argued to be around 3300 cal BC. 


Key words: Bronze Age Barrows, Mortuary Practices, Lower Danube, Yamnaya Culture, Zhivotilovka 
— Bursuceni and Vânători — Bolotesti groups 


Barrow graves in North Bulgaria have always been of great interest to the archaeologists investigating the 
problems of cultural development, trade and migrations of the Bronze Age populations in Southeastern 
Europe. After the appearance of Ivan Panayotov's very important monographic study dedicated to Yamnaya 
Culture in Bulgaria (PANAYOTOV 1989), several attempts have been made to classify and determine the 
chronology and cultural attribution of the BA barrow graves in the region discussed (for example NIKOLOVA 
2000, 434—441; BunrANESCU 2002, 266—276, 386—388; Morzor-CHICIDEANU 2011, 250—257). However, 
all these were largely based on old data, without introducing any new information or, generally discussing 
the North-East Bulgarian complexes into a larger scale of the BA barrow graves in Lower Danube region 
and Thrace (ALEXANDROV 2011; KAISER — WINGER 2015; ALEXANDROV — KAISER 2016). On the other 
hand, since 1990 more than 20 BA barrows have been investigated in North-East Bulgaria increasing the 
total number of the graves there to more than 140, most of them remaining unknown for the numerous 
archaeological audience. The large scale introduction of radiocarbon dating as well as anthropological 
and other interdisciplinary analyses allow, nowadays, a more detailed and complex look at the questions 
the EBA barrow graves in the region set. Considering the large discussion on the Yamnaya migration to 
the west (for example HEvp 2011; KLEIN 2017; KarsER 2019) and the key role the regions discussed had 
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Fig. 1. The region investigated 


played in it, a new approach on the graves in discussion is even more needed. Thus, the main goals of 
the present article will be: a critical historiographic review of all the relevant investigations in the region; 
establishing the relative and absolute chronology of the grave groups and, setting the picture into the larger 
scale of the EBA development in the Lower Danube and the adjacent regions. 

The study of Bronze Age! barrows in North-East Bulgaria started in 1899 when, during the 
investigations in and around Pliska, the capital of the first Bulgarian Kingdom, conducted by the Russian 
archaeological institute in Constantinople, two barrows located at “Vezir tepe" elevation south-east of 
the medieval town were excavated. The expedition used the so-called “step trench” method, excavating 
only a reverse pyramidal segment of the central part of the barrows. While there were no features found 
in the first barrow, barrow No. 28? (approximately 2 m height) revealed, at a 2.4 m depth, dug into the 
virgin soil, a supine inhumation with flexed legs, head to southwest, arms alongside the body (Fig. 11.1— 
3). The grave had been covered with an elongated limestone “slab” with dimensions of 2.5x1.1 m 
(SkoRPIL 1905, 332—333). Thirty years later, Rafail Popov, using the same method, excavated two more 
barrows near Tsarev brod (former Endze), in the same region. The excavations brought to light seven 
Early Bronze Age (EBA) and one Iron Age (7" century BC) graves (Popov 1932). In 1933-1934 Vasil 
Mikov investigated nine more barrows south of Pliska, part of necropolises located near Kalugeritsa, 
Madara and Kiulevcha, adding 30 more investigated BA graves to the list (Mikov 1934; 1936). Since 


! The 4*—3" millennium BC enter, according to Bulgarian chronology and periodization of the Prehistory, the 
Early Bronze Age period with the following stages: EBA-1 (3500-2900 BC); EBA-2 (2900—2500/2400 BC) 
and EBA-3 (2500/2400—200/2100 BC) (ALEXANDROV 2018). 

? The numerals of the barrows around Pliska are given according to Karel and Herman Skorpil description 
(SkorPIL — SKORPIL 1898). 
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Fig. 2. Investigated Bronze Age barrows in North-East Bulgaria. 1. Stambolovo, 2. Razgrad, 3. Ralitsa, 

4. Belitsa, 5. Chudomir, 6—7. Izbul, 8—9. Tsarevbrod, 10—13. Madara, 14. Kiulevcha, 15—20. Kalugeritsa, 
21-25. Pliska-West, 26. Pliska-Kabiyuk, 27—32. Belogradets, 33. Kamentsi, 34—35. Zeglartsi, 36. Geshanovo, 
37. Smolnitsa, 38—39. Riltsi, 40-44. Plachi dol-1, 45. Kavarna, 46. Shabla, 47. Vasil Levski, 48. Pet mogili, 
49. Zlatna niva, 50. Vetrino-1, 51. Vetrino-2, 52. Vetrino-3, 53. Pliska-Vezir tepe 


then, 41 excavated Bronze Age barrows in North-East Bulgaria have been added to that lot, nowadays 
their number reaching 53 (Fig. 2), with 143 securely dated Bronze Age graves (Tables 1—7). 

However, the map of the excavated barrows shows a certain inequality in the level of investigation 
of different North-East Bulgarian regions. For example, while in the small region around Provadiyska 
river (Shumen-Provadiya plateau with a surface of approximately 500 km?) 34 barrows with 97 BA 
graves have been investigated, from the regions geographically known as Dobrudja and Ludogorie (a 
territory of approximately 10,000 km?), only 16 barrows with 46 graves are known so far (Figs 1—2). 


Geographic Distribution of the Early Bronze Age Barrow Graves 


I. Shumen - Provadiya — Varna lakes region 


The region covers the water catchment of Provadiyska river that enters the Varna lakes. As mentioned 
earlier, this is the region with the biggest number of Bronze Age barrows investigated so far, as follows: 
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1. Pliska — Madara region 


1.1. The necropolises (Fig. 3./) 

Three Bronze Age (BA) necropolises are located around Pliska. Two of them are set on the ridges of the 
hills east and west of the Mediaeval capital. The Pliska-West necropolis comprises 8 barrows placed in 
a 2.5 km North-South line above Syuyutlyudere riverbank (Fig. 4a). The Pliska-East necropolis (part 
of which is the Vezir tepe barrow) comprises at least 7 barrows set in a line that runs in a Northeast- 
Southwest direction on the ridge of the hill between Kamenitsa and Kriva rivers (Fig. 11.3). The number 
of the BA barrows in /zbul necropolis, located north of Pliska, is uncertain due to the fact that during the 
Roman Age more than 30 barrows have been piled there. In the beginning of the 20" century the number 
of the barrows in that area was 43 (Krrov 2000, 311). The two barrows west of Tsarev brod excavated 
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Fig. 3. Barrow necropolises and single barrows mentioned in the text. 1. Shumen-Madara region, 

2. Vetrino region, 3. Dobrich-east region, 4. Dobrich-west region, 5. Karapelit region, 6. Shabla region, 
7. Durankulak region. 8. Ziten necropolis, 9. Sredishte-Kolartsi necropolis, 10. Geshanovo necropolis, 
11. Belitsa necropolis, 12. Stambolovo necropolis, 13. Vasil Levski barrow, 14. Ralitsa barrow, 

15. Chudomir barrow, 16. Varna lakes region, 17. Pet mogil barrow 
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by R. Popov were probably part of a necropolis 
composed of at least 7 barrows located ina line PAN, | VAM MR : 
of Northwest-Southeast direction on the ridge of NON 20 Ech 1/7 hh). e: À = i} 
the hill south and east of the village. The Madara h HY j 
and Kalugeritsa barrows were, probably, part || | Na y) j 
of one and the same necropolis composed of at PAi N $ HON up 
least 13 barrows that run in Southwest-Northeast || | - ? \ WH, d k 
direction on the ridge of the hill north of both ui, ter? GEN dot: 
villages (Fig. 4b). Almost half of the barrows ` bi Th IM MY) GL Y 
discussed had a height of 0.60-0.80 m but, || | -- 2,1 0X pC Myer 
considering the fact that after the introduction |. | \ | e | ` — i 
of modern agriculture their surface has been i 
ploughed with heavy machines for decades, their | \ 26 a 
actual height should have been circa 1 m. At | NN 

least two of the barrows from every necropolis | m: 

had a height of more than 3 m, the rest — between d Pn 
1.5-2.5 m. / / | 


1.2. The investigations (Tables 1—2) sf, 
The investigations of Bronze Age barrows in = J 

the region resumed more than half a century eee 
after the excavations of R. Popov and V. Mikov 

in 1920s — 1930s mentioned before. In 1989, Fig. 4a. The Pliska-West necropolis. 

during rescue excavations, a small barrow near Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 

Zlatna niva village was investigated, revealing 

one grave with few bones and skull fragments painted with red ochre in it (ATANASSOV — BABADZANOV 
2008). In 1990, Georgi Kitov and Georgi Atanassov, during the excavations of the Roman age necropolis 
near Izbul, excavated two barrows dated to the EBA. The barrows, with Nos. 23 and 24, revealed 5 and 
6 EBA graves, respectively (Krrov 2000). Six more barrows from Pliska-West necropolis were explored 
by Stanislav Stanilov and Rasho Rashev near the western wall of Pliska fortification in 1997-1998. A 
total number of 6 EBA graves were investigated, one in each barrow. The latest barrow investigated 
here so far is barrow No. 5 in the “Early Medieval Tumuli Complex near Kabiyuk" partly excavated 
by Rasho Rashev in 2006, with two EBA graves found (Mrrkova 2014, 199—204). Finally, it should 
be mentioned that only the central part of the barrows from Madara, Tsarev brod, Pliska, Kabiyuk and 
Zlatna niva have been explored‘ thus, the only completely excavated barrows in the region so far being 
the two barrows near Izbul and, probably — the Kiulevcha one. 


? The results are not published. The author would like to express his gratitude to Prof. S. Stanilov for kindly 
giving permission to use the results of the excavations. 

^ The fact has already been discussed by I. Panayotov for Tsarev brod, Kalugeritsa and Madara barrows 
(PANAYOTOV 1989, 62). 
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Fig. 4b. The Madara and Kalugeritsa necropolises. Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 


Table. 1. Barrow necropolises around Pliska. 
Barrow graves investigated in 1899, 1929, 1989, 1997-1998, and 2005 


Dimensions; Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave | Diameter & Së Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
e position inventory 
Height 
Pliska 35 m; 2.00 m 

Vezir-tepe Primary? Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No? No 
Pliska-21  |Ploughed, 

21/1 leveled Primary? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Pliska-22 35m; 0.70 m 

22/1 Primary? Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
Pliska-24 |37 m; 0.70 m 

24/1 Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES No 
Pliska-25 30 m; 0.70 m 

25/1 Primary? Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Pliska-26 36 m; 0.75 m 

26/1 Primary? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
Pliska-27 30 m; 0.65 m 

27/1 Primary? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
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EE Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave | Diameter & Sp Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
: position inventory 
Height 
Izbul-23 40m;2.3m 
23/1 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
23/2 Secondary Badly preserved Early Bronze Age No No 
23/3 Secondary Extended Early Iron Age No YES 
23/4 Secondary Badly preserved Early Bronze Age YES No 
23/5 Primary? Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age No No 
23/6 Primary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Izbul-24 35 m; 2.0m 
24/1 Secondary Semi-supine to the left Early Bronze Age No No 
24/2 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age No No 
24/3 Secondary Hocker Early Bronze Age YES No 
24/4 Primary Few bones Early Bronze Age No No 
24/5 Secondary Hocker Early Bronze Age No No 
24/6 Secondary Extended ? No No 
24/7 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Zlatna niva |25 m; 0.80 m 
1/1 Primary Few bones Early Bronze Age YES No 
Tsarevbrod-1 |32 m; 4.50 m 
1/1 Secondary Partly destroyed Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/2 Primary? Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/3 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/4 Secondary Hockers/Adultus+Infans Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/5 Secondary Hockers/Adultus+Infans Early Bronze Age YES No 
Tsarevbrod-2 |34 m; 8 m 
2/1 Secondary Extended 7th century BC 
2/2 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
2/3 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
Kabiyuk 20 m; 0.70 m 
1/1 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/2 Primary? Semi-supine to the left Early Bronze Age Yes No 


Table. 2. Barrow necropolises in the Madara region. Barrow graves investigated by V. Mikov in 1933—1934 


Dimensions: Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave | Diameter & Së Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
; position inventory 
Height 
Madara-1 24 m; 3.6m 
1/1 Secondary Hocker to the left Middle Bronze Age No YES 
1/2 Secondary Extended Christian? No No 
1/3 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/4 Primary? Destroyed Early Bronze Age No No 
Madara-2 18m; 1.0m 
2/1 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No No 
2/2 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age YES No 
Madara-3 20 m;2m 
3/1 Secondary Extended ? No No 
3/2 Secondary Extended ? No No 
3/3 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age No YES 
3/4 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age No YES 
3/5 Secondary Extended 7th — 8th cent. AD No YES 
3/6 Primary Supine with flexed legs? Early Bronze Age YES No 
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Dimensions: Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave | Diameter & Së Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
g position inventory 
Height 
Madara-4 22m; 1.5m 
4/1 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age No YES 
4/2 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age No No 
4/3 Secondary Extended ? No No 
4/4 Primary? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age No No 
Kalugeritsa-1 Destroyed 
Kalugeritsa-2 Destroyed 
Kalugeritsa-3 |24 m; 1.5 m 
3/1 Secondary Semi-supine to the right? Early Bronze Age No No 
3/2 Secondary Semi-supine to the right? Early Bronze Age YES No 
3/3 Secondary Extended Early Bronze Age No No 
3/4 Primary Hocker to the right with ring |Early Bronze Age YES YES 
of stones 
Kalugeritsa-4 |23 m; 0.80 m 
4/1 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No No 
4/2 Primary? Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No No 
Kalugeritsa-5 |30 m; 2.50 m 
5/1 Secondary Cremation in urn Iron Age? YES No 
5/2 Secondary Supine with flexed legs? Early Bronze Age YES No 
5/3 Secondary Supine with flexed legs? Early Bronze Age No 
5/4 Secondary Cremation in urn Iron Age? YES No 
5/5 Secondary Supine with flexed legs? Early Bronze Age No No 
5/6 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age YES YES 
5/7 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
5/8 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No 
Kalugeritsa-6 |20 m; 0.40 m Destroyed inhumation grave/s 
Kalugeritsa-7 |20 m; 0.60 m 
7/1 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age? No No 
7/2 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age? No No 
7/3 ? Extended Christian? No No 
Kalugeritsa-8 |22 m; 0.50 m Destroyed inhumation grave/s 
Kiulevcha-1 |28 m; 3.50 m 
1/1 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/2 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/3 Secondary? Hocker with ring of stones Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/4 Secondary Hocker covered with stones Early Bronze Age No No 
1/5 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 


1.3. The graves 
From all twenty six barrows investigated in the region so far; in 22 of them BA graves have been found? 
For the above mentioned reasons, the relations between the size of the barrow — number of graves in it 
or, secondary graves — additional fills could not be established. 

We have reliable data for the primary graves in 18 barrows only.? Eight of them were inhumations in 
supine position with flexed legs; three — in semi-supine position and, five — in relaxed hocker’ position. In 


5 


Four of the barrows investigated near Kalugeritsa (Nos. 1, 2, 6 and 8) did not reveal “sealed” features but 


scattered bones in the upper part of their fills only. The fact suggests that they had been destroyed by looters 
prior to the excavations, so they will be excluded from further analyses here. 


Madara, barrow 2 and Kalugeritsa, barrow 7 have not been found. 


The primary graves from Madara, barrow | and Pliska, barrow 24 had been destroyed, the primary graves from 


“Hocker” is a term from German archaeological language that describes a particular position of the body in 


the grave — placed lateral in fetal position: legs flexed at the knees, arms in front of the torso/head. The term 
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two primary graves only scattered bones were found. The grave structures in all cases were rectangular 
pits covered with wooden planks. In all graves red ochre over the bones was found, especially over the 
skull. Cover of the pit floor is mentioned only for the graves with supine position with flexed legs — in 
6 out of 8 cases. Inventory was found only in two of the hocker graves: a clay vessel (Pliska 26/1) and 
a silver ring (Kalugeritsa 5/6). 

From all 37 secondary BA barrow graves from the region there is information about 30 of them.* 
Grave-pits were distinguished in quite a few cases at Izbul — rectangular or oval in shape; with 
information regarding covering with wooden planks for Izbul 23, graves 1, 4 and 5. Cover of the pit- 
floor was registered for Izbul 23, grave 1 only. Eight graves from that lot presented single inhumations 
in supine position with flexed legs; seven — single inhumations in semi-supine position, twelve — single 
inhumations in hocker position and, one — inhumation in extended position?. Two graves were double 
(with an adult individual and an infant each). 

Six of the secondary supine inhumations, four of the semi-supine, five of the hockers and the two 
double graves had red ochre over the bones. The individuals in hocker position without ochre were (in 
the graves in which it is possible to distinguish from the descriptions) in a very strongly contracted 
position, usually dug in the upper part of the barrow fill at a depth less than 1 m from the current surface. 
Judging from their inventory (clay cups in Madara 3/3 and 3/4 and Kalugeritsa 5/6), it is quite possible 
that they could be dated to the Middle Bronze Age. The extended inhumations had no red ochre. 


2. Vetrino region (Fig. 3.2) 


2.1. The necropolises 

At least 8 barrow necropolises with Early Bronze Age characteristics are known from here. The barrows 
were arranged in lines on the ridges of the small hills that define the landscape of the region (with a total 
surface of approximately 300 km?). In most of the cases the lines follow a North-South direction. The 
distance between the barrows varies from 20 to 200 m or more. Usually one or two of the barrows from 
the necropolis are “big”, with heights from 3 to 5 m (in some cases reaching 8 m) and diameters of up 
to 70 m; the height of the rest is between 0.50—2.5 m. The number of the barrows in the necropolises 
varies from 6 (Vetrino 3) to more than 30 (Vetrino 1), the distance between necropolises — from 2 to 5 
km in straight line (Fig. 5). 


2.2. The investigations (Tables 3—4) 
The only investigated necropolis in this micro-region is Belogradets, excavated by Goranka Tonéeva in 
1972-1974. It was composed of at least 15 barrows”? from which 13 were excavated. Although the data 


has a long use in South-East European archaeology so, it will be use here as well. An additional classification 
according to the angle formed by the spinal column and the legs of the deceased will be used here as well: 
“contracted hockers" — with an angle smaller than 90 degrees and, “relaxed hockers" — with an angle wider than 
90 degrees (ALEXANDROV 2011). 

Seven secondary graves have been destroyed either by later grave-pits or by modern anthropogenic activities. 
Nine graves with extended inhumations are known from the region so far. Only Kalugeritsa 3/3 grave can be 
securely dated to the Early Bronze Age thanks to its stratigraphic position — between hocker inhumation with 
ring of stones and semi-supine inhumation with red ochre over the bones. According to their inventory, 3 graves 
(Izbul 23/3, Tsarevbrod 2/2 and Madara 3/5) could be dated to the Early Iron Age. Two graves (Kalugeritsa 7/3 
and Madara 1/2), according to their position and orientation could be Christian. The rest of 3 graves were found 
in upper part of their respective fills with no inventory so, currently, their date is uncertain (ALEXANDROV 2010). 
The location of the necropolis in the publications is set as “south of Belogradets village". Nowadays, in the field 
where presumably the necropolis was located at least two more unexcavated barrows are clearly visible. 
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are controversial,!! 5 of all 13 barrows (No. 1 — 0.5 m height, No. 2 — 1 m height, No. 4 — 1.70 m height, 
Nos. 6 and 10)? had at least one Early Bronze Age grave in their fills. Barrow No. 3 (1.40 m height) 
revealed 4 Early Bronze Age graves from which No. 2 was a triple grave; in grave No. 4 scattered human 
bones and two skulls were found (from Juvenis and Infans individuals). Barrows with Nos. 5, 8, 11—13 
each revealed one grave with extended inhumation, the graves being surrounded by rings of stones/ 
cromlech; all of them dated by the investigator to the Early Iron Age. However, in the lack of grave 
inventory and radiocarbon dating, the chronological attribution of those five graves was only based 
on the similarity in their skeleton position with the one from barrow No. 4, grave No. 1 (secondary, 
with additional fill), with inventory that securely dates it to 7^ century BC. There are no data about the 
features discovered in barrows Nos. 7 and 9 but they are dated by the author to the EBA (TONCEvA 1978; 
1980). 


Table. 3. Barrow necropolis near Belogradets. Graves investigated by G. Tonceva in 1972-1974 


Barrow/ Dimensions: Stratigraphic Së Grave 
Diameter & Jm Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
Grave : position inventory 
Height 
1/1 25 m; 0.5 m Secondary Extended, destroyed ? No data No 
1/2 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age Yes No 
2/1 |40m; 1.0m Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No data No 
30 J40 m; 1.4m Secondary Destroyed 7th century BC 
3/1 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
3/2 Primary Triple grave/Hockers Early Bronze Age YES YES 
3/3 Secondary Hocker Early Bronze Age YES YES 
3/4 Secondary Scattered bones. 2 skulls Early Bronze Age YES No 
4/1 40 m; 8.5 m; EBA [Secondary Extended 7 century BC 
4/2 |barrow 1.5-1.7 m Primary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
5 No data Primary Extended with stone ring Early Iron Age? No data No 
6 22 m;? m Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age Yes No 
7 No data 
8 No data Primary Extended with stone ring Early Iron Age? No data No 
9 No data; only 24 m2 excavated, no features discovered? 
10 No data Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No data No 
11 No data Primary Extended with stone ring Early Iron Age? No data No 
12 ~10 m; 0.20 m Primary No data, inhumation Early Iron Age? No data No 
13 ~10 m; 0.20 m Primary Extended with stone ring Early Iron Age? No data No 


In the region discussed, three more barrows were investigated during rescue excavations in 2020. 
The first one (0.50 m height) was part of Vetrino-1 necropolis (34 in line), composed of more than 30 
barrows that run in North-South direction west of the village (Fig. 5). It revealed 3 Early Bronze Age 
graves. The primary grave was surrounded by a ring of stones/cromlech (ALEXANDROV — SLAVCHEV 
2020). The second excavated barrow (1 m height) was part of the Vetrino-2 necropolis (7" in line), 
composed of 10 barrows set in a line south of the village (Fig. 5). Four EBA graves were found in 


" According to the data acquired from the excavations’ journal kept in NAIM-BAS archive, not all the barrows 
have been completely excavated, especially those with Nos. 5 to 13, where only the central part had been 
explored with a 5x5 m trench. 

12 According to G. Tonéeva the EBA barrow No. 4 had a height of 1.50-1.70 m; later — in 7^ century BC a 
secondary grave was placed in its’ centre, with additional fills raising the height of the barrow to 8.5 m. The 
dimensions of barrows Nos. 5-13 are not mentioned. 

13 Anthropological data for Belogradets in JonpANov — MiCHAJLOVA 1984; the data for the grave inventory comes 
from the excavations’ journal. 
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the barrow (BozkovA — TONKOVA 2020). The third barrow (1.20 m height) was part of the Vetrino-3 
necropolis (1* in line), composed of 6 barrows that stand in an East-West line southeast of the village 
(Fig. 5). Nine BA graves were investigated there, from which 7 date to the Early Bronze Age." 


Table. 4. Barrow necropolises near Vetrino. Barrow graves investigated in 2020 


Barrow/ Dimensions: Stratigraphic or ; Grave 
Crave Diameter & position Body Position Dating Ochre inventory 
Height 
Vetrino-1 necropolis, barrow 34 
341 |35 m; 0.50 m Secondary Destroyed, inhumation Middle Bronze Age No No 
34/2 Ring of stones/ Primary Disarticulated body Early Bronze Age YES No 
34/3 [cromlech around Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
34/4  grave2 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Vetrino-2 necropolis, barrow 7 
7/1 50 m; 1.0 m Primary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age No 
7/2 Secondary Few bones preserved Early Bronze Age YES 
7/3 Secondary Destroyed, inhumation Early Bronze Age No 
7/4 Secondary Destroyed, inhumation Early Bronze Age No 
Vetrino-3 necropolis, barrow 1 
1/1 40 m; 1.20 m Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/2 Secondary Few bones preserved Late Bronze Age? No No 
1/3 Ring of stones Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/4 around grave 1 Primary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/5 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/6 Secondary Hocker to the left Middle Bronze Age YES No 
1/7 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/8 Secondary Few bones preserved Early Bronze Age YES Yes 
1/9 Secondary Disarticulated body Early Bronze Age? YES No 


2.3. The graves 

There is a general relation between the size of the barrow and the number of the EBA graves found in 
it (reaching up to 7), which is clearly visible in the completely investigated barrow fills from Vetrino 
necropolises. Only one barrow (Vetrino-3/1) had additional fill piled over the secondary graves. 

We have secure data for the primary graves in 9 barrows. All of the grave-pits were rectangular 
in shape and, where it was possible to distinguish — with steps. Covering with wooden planks was 
registered in four graves, two grave-pits had been covered with wooden barks, two others — with wooden 
barks and stones above them. All pit floors had been covered with an organic sheet. The massive use 
of stones in the EBA mortuary practices here is to be noted: in three barrows the primary graves were 
encircled with rings of stones; four primary or secondary grave-pits had been covered with a very big 
amount of middle- and big-sized stones as well. 

Four of the primary graves were inhumations in supine position with flexed legs (all adult males); 
one — in semi-supine position (adult male); two — in hocker position (adult males), one — with scattered 
bones (infant); one grave was a triple inhumation (adult male and 2 infants). In all graves red ochre was 
found, spread over the bones, especially the skull. Pieces of red ochre near the skull were registered in 
several cases as well. Animal bones were found in Belogradets, graves Nos. 2/1 and 3/2. 


14 Excavations led by the author and Vladimir Slavchev (Varna Museum). 
15 There are no data about the grave-pit in Belogradets 10/1. 
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Fig. 5. Barrows in the Vetrino region 


Sixteen secondary BA barrow graves are known from the region so far. Two of them date to MBA, 
one — to the LBA and, thirteen — to the EBA. The distinguished EBA grave-pits were rectangular in 
form, in most of the cases — with steps, covered with wooden planks or stone slabs. Organic cover of 
the pit floor was registered in most of the cases as well. It is worth mentioning that the pits of the latest 
graves in the respective barrows were not covered. The deceased in seven secondary graves were in 
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hocker position; in two — in semi-supine position; in other two graves infants in uncertain positions were 
buried; one grave revealed scattered bones and two skulls; the positions of the deceased in two graves 
was not specified. All graves presented red ochre spread over the bones. Grave inventory was found 
in Belogradets 3/3 — clay cup and two pendants made of animal teeth (canis?); Vetrino-1 34/3 (adult 
male)'6 — two silver hair rings, bone bead and a segment from a copper wire; Vetrino-2 7/2 (infant) — clay 
vessel; Vetrino-3 1/4 (maturus, male) — awl made of bone and 1/8 (infant) — clay cup. 


2.4. Anthropomorphic stelae 

In 1976, a stone anthropomorphic stela from the region of Nevsha village (Fig. 79.1), located several 
kilometers south of Belogradets necropolis came to light. Unfortunately, no more information is available 
(TONCEVA 1981a, 131, Fig. 2/c, d). 


3. Targovishte region (Figs 3, 13—15) 


Three Bronze Age barrows are known from the region (Table 5)." The first barrow was investigated by 
Stefan Ivanov in 2008-2009. It was located approximately 5 km east of Targovishte, near Vasil Levski 
village (Fig. 2.47). The primary grave had been destroyed by looters; the remaining human bones had 
been coloured with red ochre. Two secondary graves with additional fills were found as well — extended 
inhumation of an infant (3—5 years old) in a rectangular pit with no signs of red ochre or covering of the 
grave-pit (grave No. 1), and relaxed hocker — an adult individual (grave No. 2) buried in a rectangular 
pit with red ochre over the bones and pit floor (Ivanov 2017). 

Two more barrows were investigated north of Targovishte during rescue excavations in 2020. 
The barrow near Chudomir (2.30 m height) revealed thirteen BA graves and three BA features. The 
primary grave was an inhumation (maturus, female?)'* in a relaxed hocker position, to the right. Next, 
chronologically, come two graves with supine inhumations (adult male and double grave of adult male 
and infant, the last one with 3 vessels placed in the pit). The two graves had additional barrow fill and 
were encircled by a ring of stones with a diameter of 32 m. The third chronological period is related to 
seven single graves dug into the barrow fill. Three of them had deep grave-pits with steps entering the 
virgin soil. The deceased (infant, adult male and male over 60 years old) were buried in semi-supine 
position to the right. No inventory was found in those graves. The other four graves had simple pits dug 
at a depth of circa 1 m into the fill. The deceased (male, iuvenis — no.1; infans I — no.2; Adultus male? 
— no.13; female? Maturus — no.18) were buried in the same position. Inventory (beads of animal bones; 
clay jug, golden hair ring and beads, bronze razor) was found in two of the graves — nos. 18 and 13. The 
last two Bronze Age periods in the barrow are related to one Middle Bronze Age and one Late Bronze 
Age grave. Most of the EBA grave-pits had been covered with wooden barks; traces of organic cover 
were found on the pit floors. Red ochre was registered in all EBA graves as well (ALEXANDROV 2020b). 

During the same rescue excavations project, the eastern half of a barrow north of Ralitsa village 
was investigated (Fig. 2.3).? Two meters south-east of the central point of the barrow a relaxed hocker 
inhumation (adult male, no inventory) was investigated. Red ochre was registered over the torso and 
spinal column of the individual. 


16 The anthropological study for graves from Vetrino was made by Dr. Nadezda Atanassova. 

17 In 1979 a barrow near Razgrad was investigated (Fig. 2.2). One of the graves discovered presented BA 
characteristics but, because of the lack of more information, it will not be included in the present analysis. 

'8 The anthropological study for Chudomir and Ralitsa graves was made by Dr. Nadezda Atanassova. 

1? The author would like to express his gratitude to Plamen Karailiev (the director of the excavations) for kindly 
giving permission to use the results of the investigations. 
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Table. 5. Barrows in the Targovishte region. Barrow graves investigated in 2008-2009 and 2020 


Dimensions: Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave | Diameter & gm Body Position Dating Ochre |. 
S position inventory 
Height 
Vasil Levski 1 |40 m; 4.0m 
1/0 Primary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES 
1/1 Secondary Extended ? No 
1/2 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES 
Chudomir1 |50 m; 2.30 m 
1/1 Nos. 5and 10 [Secondary Scattered bones Late Iron Age No 
1/2 — with ring of  |Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/3 stones Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/4 Secondary Destroyed 17*-18* cent. AD No 
1/5 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES 
1/6 Secondary Extended 175-18" cent. AD YES 
1/7 Secondary “Cult” feature Early Bronze Age - 
1/8 Secondary Semi-supine to the left Middle Bronze Age YES 
1/9 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/10 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES 
1/11 Secondary Extended 175-18" cent. AD No 
1/12 Secondary “Cult” feature Early Bronze Age - 
1/13 Secondary Semi-supine to the right? |Early Bronze Age YES 
1/14 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/15 Secondary Vessel Early Bronze Age - 
1/16 Secondary Extended 1718" cent. AD No 
1/17 Primary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/18 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/19 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES 
1/20 Secondary Scattered bones Late Bronze Age No 
Ralitsa 1 40 m; 1.0 m? 
1/1 Primary? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 


4.Varna lakes region (Fig. 3.16) 


The Varna lakes region is well known with its Bronze Age submerged prehistoric settlements (TONCEVA 
1981b; ROMAN — Dopp-OpnirEsCU — JANos 1992). North and south of the settlements several barrow 
necropolises are located, nowadays only the bigger barrows being preserved. 


4.1. Anthropomorphic stelae 

From the region north of the Ezerovo settlement at least three stone anthropomorphic stelae were found 
(Fig. 19.3). According to G. Tonéeva, beneath the stelae human bones and pottery fragments were found 
(TONCEVA 1967). 


II. South Dobrudja and Ludogorie region 


South Dobrudja is an arid area with average altitude between 250—350 m above the sea level. Ludogorie 
region has, generally, the same characteristics with a higher altitude and (as the name presumes)? a big 
part of the region is and had been covered in the past with forests. We have at our disposal secure data 
from 16 barrows investigated from that region, with a total number of 46 graves as well as information 


2 Ludogorie (Deliorman in Turkish) means “Crazy forest". 
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for an EBA grave in one more barrow. The geographic distribution shows several micro-regions with big 
concentration of EBA barrow necropolises as follows: 


1. The region east of Dobrich (Fig. 3.3) 


1.1. Necropolises 

The BA barrow necropolises are set on the highest parts of plateaus or small hills, arranged in lines. 
Ivan Panayotov wrote that Plachi dol-1 necropolis consisted of 6 barrows (located south of the village) 
from which 5 barrows were investigated (PANAYOTOV 1989, 95). It is quite possible that the necropolis 
extended in northern direction where at least 5 more barrows were located; three of them being destroyed 
in the second half of the 20" century (Fig. 7). South of Plachi dol-1 necropolis another one is located, 
composed of more than 15 barrows located east of Stefanovo village. East of Plachi dol-1, another line 
of at least 5 barrows is located. That line is probably connected to Plachi dol-2 necropolis north of the 
village. It consists of more than 30 barrows set in a curved North-South line with a large concentration 
of barrows in its middle part (PANAYOTOV 1989, 120)?! Three km east of Plachi dol-2 another line of at 
least 6 barrows 1s to be seen; further north (north-east of Pobeda village) another necropolis of more than 
20 barrows is situated. The last one repeats the Plachi dol-2 pattern with an agglomeration of barrows in 
the middle of the line. The last necropolis is situated east of Polkovnik Sveshtarovo village, composed 
of approximately 20 barrows set in a North-South line (Fig. 6). 

Another big agglomeration of barrows with Bronze Age characteristics is located in the extreme 
North-East part of the country, in Durankulak — Shabla region. Six barrow necropolises are set around 
Durankulak. They are composed of 5—6 to more than 20 barrows that run in a curved North/Northwest— 
South/Southeast lines. Some of them are even bigger, extending in the present day Romanian Dobrudja 
(Fig. 8). Three more necropolises are arranged in lines south of this group near villages Vaklino 
(Fig. 10.5), Ezerets and Shabla town. 

A common feature of the necropolises discussed here is the presence of at least two or three “big” 
barrows (with height of up to 7 m) in every necropolis (Fig. 9.1—2, 5). Between the two discussed 
agglomerations several small necropolises of 5-6 barrows are located as well. 


1.2. The investigations 

Seven barrows have been investigated in the region east of Dobrich so far (Table 6). The only, partly, 
investigated necropolis is Plachi dol-1. In 1979-1980 Ivan Panayotov and Valentin Dergacev excavated 
five of the barrows there. The two bigger barrows (with Nos. 1 and 2) revealed five and ten EBA features 
respectively,” the rest of 3 barrows had one EBA grave each (PaNavorov 1989, 24—28, 94-119). One 
of the barrows from Shabla necropolis has been investigated during rescue excavations in 1987. It 
revealed four Bronze Age graves and two stone constructions (GEORGIEVA 1991). In 1958-1959 Ivan 
Rafailov from Kavarna museum excavated several barrows from a necropolis north of the town. There 
Is data about at least one investigated hocker inhumation with red ochre over the bones discovered in 
“Barrow B" (PANAYOTOV 1989, 133). 


1.3. The graves 
There is a direct relation between the size of the barrow and the number of graves in it in the region. 
The biggest barrow excavated, Plachi dol-1, barrow No. 2 (3.20 m height) revealed nine graves and one 


?! The bigger part of the necropolis, formally, is located in the region of Primortsi village. 
22 During the excavations of barrow No. 1 (with 7.20 m height) in 1980 an earthquake event caused falling down 
of the barrow fills so, only a part of the central sector of the barrow remained investigated. 
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Fig. 6. Barrows east of Dobrich. Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 


“cult” feature; Shabla barrow (3.10 m height) had four EBA graves; in the excavated part of Plachi dol- 
1, barrow 1, only five secondary EBA graves were found. Most of the secondary graves had additional 
fill. The smaller barrows from Plachi dol-1 necropolis had one grave only. 
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Fig. 7. The Plachi dol-1 necropolis and barrows south of Plachi dol village. 
Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 


All primary graves were single, all buried individuals were adult males. Three of the primary 
graves presented inhumations in supine position with flexed legs, one - in semi-supine position; The 
primary structure for Plachi dol-1, barrow 2 had no human bones in it. All primary grave-pits were 
rectangular in form, with organic cover of the floor. All grave-pits, with the exception of the semi-supine 
grave Plachi dol-1 5/1, were covered with wooden planks. All skeletons had red ochre over the bones. 
No inventory was found in those graves. 

Sixteen secondary EBA graves are known from the region so far. All graves were single — four 
adult males; four adult females and four children (1—6 years old). Four graves were not investigated 
anthropologically. Five of the secondary graves presented inhumations in supine position with flexed 
legs; one — in semi-supine position; seven — in hocker position;?^ two graves were badly preserved. Supine 
and semi-supine inhumations were made in rectangular pits with steps, covered with wooden planks; 
organic covering of the floor is registered as well. There is no data for the pits of the hocker inhumations. 
Ochre was found in all supine and semi-supine inhumations and only in one hocker inhumation. Grave 


23 There is anthropological data for Plachi dol-1 graves only (JORDANOV — MiCHAJLOVA 1984). 
?* Tt is quite possible some of the very much contracted hocker inhumations without red ochre to actually date to 
Middle Bronze Age. 
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inventory was found in 3 graves from Plachi dol-1, barrow 2 only: 6 talus bones in grave 2/3; traces of 
metal hair rings in graves 2/6 and 2/7 and a vessel in grave 2/7. 


Table. 6. Barrow necropolises east of Dobrich. Barrow graves investigated in 1959, 1979-1980 and 1987 


Barrow/Grave | Dimensions: |Stratigraphic Body Position Dating Ochre Grave 
Diameter & position inventory 
Height 
PLACHI DOL I necropolis 
Plachi Dol-1/1 |55 m; 7.30m 
1/1 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/2 Only part of the |Secondary Few teeth, animal bones Early Bronze Age No No 
1/3 central sector |Secondary Hocker to the left Middle Bronze Age No No 
1/4 excavated Secondary Hocker to the left Middle Bronze Age No No 
1/5 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
Plachi Dol-1/2 |42 m; 3.20 m 
2/1 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
2/2 Secondary “Cult feature” Early Bronze Age No 
2/3 Secondary Hocker to the right Middle Bronze Age YES YES 
2/4 Secondary Hocker to the right Middle Bronze Age No No 
2/5 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
2/6 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES YES 
2/7 Secondary Badly preserved Early Bronze Age No YES 
2/8 Primary No skeleton Early Bronze Age No 
2/9 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No No 
2/10 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age No No 
Plachi Dol-1/3 |40 m; 1.20 m 
3/1 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
Plachi Dol-1/4 |29 m; 1.50 m 
4/1 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
Plachi Dol-1/5 |24 m; 1.0 m 
5/1 Primary Semi-Supine to the right |Early Bronze Age YES No 
SHABLA necropolis 
Shabla-1 40 m; 3.10 m 
1/1 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age? No No 
1/2 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/3 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/4 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES No 
KAVARNA necropolis 
Kavarna-1 |? 
1/1 ? Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 


Plachi dol-1, graves 1/1 and 1/2 are of particular interest. Grave 1/1 was a secondary grave (pit with 
steps) found at a depth of 4.90 m from the central point. It revealed an inhumation of a 20-30 year-old 
female in semi-supine position. The grave-pit had been covered with a wooden car/wagon (PANAYOTOV 
1989, 95-98). The car/wagon (Fig. 16.1—2, 4-5) remains the only such discovery from the EBA in the 
Lower Danube region so far. Grave 1/2 was discovered 4 m west of grave 1/1 at a depth of 5.60 m. The 
grave-pit was covered with 5 wooden planks. In the pit-fill teeth of a 20-25 year-old individual, red ochre 
and animal bones were found (PANAYOTOV 1989, 98—99). The analyses of the animal bones revealed 
bones from Bos Taurus and Equus caballus. From the last species proximal phalange, acetabulum and 
costae were found (Fig. 16.3).?^ This is the first “closed complex” with horse remains in North-Bulgarian 
Early Bronze Age so far. 


?5 The analyses were made by Dr. Nadezda Karastoyanova from the National Museum of Natural History — BAS. 
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Fig. 8. Barrows in the Durankulak region. Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 


1.4. Anthropomorphic stelae 

In 1965, three kilometers north of Plachi dol (judging from the publication, probably in the periphery of 
the so-called ,,Zhelezova barrow“ — 5 m height, part of the Plachi dol-2 necropolis), during ploughing, 
two stone anthropomorphic stelae were found (Fig. 19.4) (BoBcHEVA 1967; PANAYOTOV 1989, 120).76 
During the excavations of Plachi dol-1 necropolis, three more stone stelae came to light. Two stelae were 
found in the fills of barrow No. 1,” one — in barrow No. 2 (PANAYOTOV 1989, 95, 105, OOp. 63, 79). 


?6 According to the workers that found the stelae, there were human bones beneath them. 
77 During the earthquake mentioned above, students saw at least two more stelae in the falling down barrow. 
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Fig. 9. North-East Bulgaria. Barrows with a height between 5-7 m. 1. Plachi dol-1, barrow 1 before the 
excavations (photo Ivan Panayotov); 2. Granichar, Durankulak region; 3. Ezerovo, Varna lakes region; 
4. Sredno selo, Vetrino region; 5. Pobeda, Dobrich-east region (photo: Stefan Alexandrov) 
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Fig. 10. North-East Bulgaria. Barrows with a height between 1—3 m. 1—2. Vetrino-1 necropolis; 
3-4. Riltsi, barrow 264; 5. Barrows near Vaklino, Durankulak region (photo: Stefan Alexandrov) 
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Fig. 11. Vezir-tepe, Pliska region. 1. Location of the barrows; 
2. Vezir-tepe, grave No. 1 (1—2 after SkonPiL 1905); 3. Location of the barrows on a 1970 map 
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2. The region west of Dobrich (Fig. 3.4) 


2.1. The necropolises 

The formal characteristics of the necropolises in this region do not differ from the ones east of Dobrich 
— set on the highest parts of plateaus or small hills and arranged in lines. Several necropolises are 
located in a 30 km area west of the modern town. The Riltsi necropolis is composed of more than 30 
barrows (Dobrich museum archive Nos. 112—120, 228, 257—277) situated in a semi-circle on the small 
elevations immediately west of the town. Their dimensions vary from | to 5 m in height. Another 
necropolis composed of 20 barrows is situated in a North-South line 2 km west of the first one (Dobrich 
museum archive Nos. 180—188, 201—205, 210, 251—256). Two necropolises are located in Smolnitsa 
— Lovchantsi area with 10 and circa 20 barrows respectively. Further west, in Karapelit area several 
lines of barrows are visible. The westernmost one is the Geshanovo necropolis composed of at least 13 
barrows (Fig. 3.4—5). Twenty km north of Geshanovo another necropolis composed of 13 barrows, set in 
a west-east line between Sredishte and Kolartsi villages is located (Fig. 3.9). The last two necropolises, 
in fact, mark the western border of the big" EBA barrow necropolises in the region. 


2.2. The investigations 

Seven barrows have been excavated in the region so far (Table 7). In 1962, Lyubka Bobceva excavated a 
part of a barrow near Smolnitsa discovering a *...hocker inhumation grave with red ochre” (PANAYOTOV 
1989, 132). Due to the lack of sufficient information, the grave will not be discussed here. In 1983, 
south of Zeglartsi village, two barrows were excavated by a team led by Ivan Panayotov. Two graves 
were discovered in each barrow (PANAYOTOV 1989, 120—127). In 1984, during rescue excavations, the 
same team researched a barrow near Geshanovo village that revealed four EBA graves (PANAYOTOV 
1989, 127—132). In 1993, during the excavations of a Roman Age barrow necropolis near Pet mogili 
village, Georgi Atanassov investigated a partly destroyed EBA grave in barrow No. 4.?* In 2000, during 
rescue excavations, two barrows were investigated south of Riltsi — suburban quarter of Dobrich town. 
Five graves were discovered in barrow 264, two — in barrow 260.” Finally, in 2011, during rescue 
excavations, a barrow near Kamentsi (part of the Sredishte - Kolartsi necropolis) has been investigated. 
A total number of 6 EBA grave was found there (VAGALINSKI 2020). 


2.3. The graves 
As in the previous region discussed, there is a direct relation between the size of the barrow and the 
number of graves in it. Most of the secondary graves had additional fill as well. The smaller barrows, in 
contrast with the Dobrich-east region, revealed at least two graves each. Twenty-two EBA graves were 
investigated here as follows: Riltsi, barrow 264 — five graves; Geshanovo — four graves; Kamentsi — six 
graves, Riltsi, barrow 260 — two graves; Zeglartsi 1 and 2 — two graves each, Pet mogili — one grave. 
All primary graves were single; five of the deceased laid in supine position with flexed legs, two 
— in hocker position (Kamentsi, Pet mogili). All supine inhumations were of adult males; the hocker 
inhumation from Kamentsi — of a 16-25 years old female. All primary grave-pits were rectangular, 
covered with wooden planks or barks. Covering of the floor was registered in all supine inhumations. 
All skeletons had red ochre over the bones. Inventory was discovered in Pet mogili grave only — a clay 
amphora-like vessel (Fig. 12.6). 


28 The grave was labelled as No.4. Part of it was destroyed, probably by looters. The results of the excavations are 
not published. The author would like to express his gratitude to Stanimir Stoychev (Shumen museum) for kindly 
giving permission to use the results of the investigations. 

77 Excavations led by the author. 
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Table. 7. Barrow necropolises west of Dobrich. Barrow graves investigated in 1983 (Zeglartsi and Pet mogili), 
1984 (Geshanovo), 1994 (Belitsa and Stambolovo), 2000 (Riltsi), 2011 (Kamentsi) 


Dimensions: Stratigraphic Grave 
Barrow/Grave| Diameter & A Body Position Dating Ochre | . 
: position inventory 
Height 
RILTSI necropolis 
Riltsi 260 |25 m; 1.60 m 
260/1 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
260/2 Secondary Destroyed ? No No 
Riltsi264 |50 m; 3.10 m 
264/1 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age? No No 
264/2 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age? No No 
264/3 Secondary Extended Early Bronze Age? No No 
264/4 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
264/5 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
GESHANOVO - PODSLON necropolis 
Geshanovo-1 |40 m; 1.40 m 
1/1 Secondary Semi-supine to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/2 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES 
1/3 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/4 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES No 
ZEGLARTSI necropolis 
Zeglartsi-1 |60 m; 1.50 m 
1/1 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/2 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
Zeglartsi-2 |21 m; 1.0 m 
2/1 Secondary Extended Early Bronze Age YES YES 
2/2 Primary? Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age No No 
PET MOGILI barrow 
Pet mogili |? 
1/1 Primary? Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age ? YES 
KAMENTSI - SREDISHTE necropolis 
Kamentsi-1 |41 m; 2.40 m 
1/1 Secondary Hocker to the left Early Bronze Age? YES No 
1/2 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/3 Secondary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/4 Secondary Destroyed Early Bronze Age YES YES 
1/5 Primary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES No 
1/6 Secondary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age? YES No 
BELITSA necropolis 
Belitsa-1 |25 m; 1.50 m 
1/1 Primary Hocker to the right Early Bronze Age YES YES 
STAMBOLOVO necropolis 
Stambolovo-1 |15 m; 1.0 m 
1/1 Primary Supine with flexed legs Early Bronze Age YES No 


All secondary graves were single as well; the buried individuals were ofall sexes (data for 14 graves) 
as follows: six adult males; two adult females, four adults with no sex determination; one juvenile; and 
one child (11—14 years). We have secure data for the body position in eleven graves: one — in supine 
position with flexed legs; two — in semi-supine; six — in hocker position; two — in extended position. 
Supine and semi-supine inhumations were placed in rectangular pits with steps, covered with wooden 
planks, with an organic sheet covering the pit-floor. There is no data for the grave-pits of the hocker and 
extended inhumations. Red ochre was registered in all supine and semi-supine graves; no red ochre was 
found in extended and very much contracted hocker graves. Inventory was found in six graves: flints in 


Fourth/third millennium BC barrow graves in North-East Bulgaria 295 


E HN HE NE NE NH EH EH EH EH 


o 
o 
Un 
o 
3 


Fig. 12. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves with relaxed hocker inhumations, 3300—3100 BC. 
1. Pliska-West, barrow 27, grave I (photo: Rasho Rashev); 2-4. Chudomir, feature 17 (after ALEXANDROV 
2020b); 5—6. Pet mogili, barrow 4, grave 4 and inventory (photo: Stanimir Stoychev) 
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Geshanovo 1/1, Zeglartsi 2/1, Kamentsi 1/2 and 1/4; pottery fragments in Geshanovo 1/2 and traces of 
a metal hair ring in Zeglartsi 1/2. 


3. Ruse — Silistra — Razgrad region 


In that region the number of the barrows with EBA morphological and topographic characteristics is 
considerably reduced compared to the regions east and southeast of it. The EBA barrows form small 
necropolises of up to 8 barrows or stand alone. The size of the barrows is reduced as well, the biggest 
ones rarely reaching height of 3-4 m. 

Only two EBA barrows have been investigated in that region so far, both in 1994 (Fig. 3.11—12). 
Belitsa barrow (Tutrakan region) is part of a necropolis composed of 8 barrows. It revealed one EBA 
grave — a relaxed hocker inhumation on the right side in a four-sided pit with steps, covered with wooden 
planks with an organic sheet covering the pit floor. Red ochre was spread over the body and the pit floor. 
Traces of two metal spirals were found in the skull area. Above the pit an enclosure of plasters/hearth? 
was discovered as well (ALEXANDROV — BENHAM 1995). Stambolovo barrow (Ruse region), less than 1m 
in height, was part of a necropolis of four barrows located south of the village. A single inhumation in a 
rectangular pit, in supine position with flexed legs was discovered in the barrow (Fig. 15.1). Red ochre 
was spread over the body and the pit floor. No covering of the pit or its’ floor is mentioned (STANCHEV 
2005). 


Anthropomorphic stelae 
Recently, a stone anthropomorphic stela came to light from that region. It was found re-used in the walls 
of the Roman town of Abritus, near Razgrad (Fig. 19.2) (Dir ov 2021). 


Absolute Chronology of the Early Bronze Age Barrow Graves in North-East Bulgaria 


At the end of 2020 we have at our disposal 33 radiocarbon dates from barrow graves in North- 
East Bulgaria, covering almost the entire EBA 1-2 time-span. Three chronological groups could be 
distinguished as follows: Group 1) 3300—3100 BC with four graves; Group 2) 3100—2900 BC with nine 
graves; Group 3) 2900-2500 BC with nineteen graves (Plate 1). 

The earliest barrow grave in North-East Bulgaria so far is Riltsi 264/4: adult male? buried in 
supine position with flexed legs, arms alongside the body; head to southwest. Red ochre was spread 
over the body. The grave structure was a rectangular pit covered with at least 12 wooden planks; with 
an organic cover over the floor (Fig. 13.2—5). No inventory was found in the grave. Quite the same 
anthropological, body position, orientation and grave structure characteristics presented Belogradets 1/2 
grave (Fig. 13.1). The other two graves from that lot presented relaxed hocker inhumations to the right, 
head in the eastern sector: Pliska- West 27/1 — male, adultus (Fig. 12.1) and Chudomir, feat. 17 — female? 
Maturus (Fig. 12.2—4). Red ochre was found over the bones of the individual from Pliska 27/1, pieces of 
red ochre, flint scraper and golden earring — in Chudomir, feature 17 (ALEXANDROV 2020b). 

Nine graves enter the second chronological horizon — five supine inhumations with flexed legs, 
arms alongside the body, head in the western sector; three hocker inhumations and one triple grave. 
Three of the supine inhumations come from Dobrudja region — Geshanovo 1/3 (Fig. 15.7), Zeglartsi 
2/2 and Riltsi 260/1 (Fig. 15.8). These were primary graves of adult males, buried in rectangular pits 
covered with wooden planks/barks, with organic cover of the pit-floors and red ochre over the bones. 


30 Anthropological analyses — Prof. Yordan Yordanov. 
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Fig. 13. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves with supine inhumations with flexed legs, 3300—3100 BC. 
1. Belogradets 1/2; 2—5 (photo: NAIM archive). Riltsi, barrow 264, grave 4 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov) 
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Fig. 14. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves with relaxed hocker inhumations, 3100-2900 BC. 1. Kamentsi 1/5 
(after VAGALINSKI 2000); 2. Belogradets 3/2 (photo: NAIM archive); 3. Ralitsa 1/1 (photo: Plamen Karailiev); 
4. Vetrino-2 7/1 (photo: Anelia Bozkova) 
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Fig. 15. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves with supine inhumations with flexed legs, 3100-2900 BC. 
1. Stambolovo (after STANCHEV 2005); 2. Chudomir, feature 10 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov); 3—6. Chudomir, feature 
5 (after ALEXANDROV 2020b); 7. Geshanovo 1/3 (photo: Ivan Panayotov); 8. Riltsi 260/1 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov) 
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Fig. 16. North-East Bulgaria. Plachi dol-1, barrow 1, graves 1 and 2. 2900-2500 BC. 
1. Grave 1 (photo: Ivan Panayotov); 2. Graves 1 and 5; 3. Grave 2, bones from Equus caballus 
(photo: Nadezda Karastoyanova); 4—5. Grave I — wooden wagon (details) (photo: Ivan Panayotov) 


Fourth/third millennium BC barrow graves in North-East Bulgaria 301 


2s o 
EU 


T 
D 


"n 


be 


Fig. 17. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves with hocker inhumations, 2900—2500 BC. 1—3. Vetrino-1, barrow 34, 
grave 3; 4. Vetrino-1, barrow 34, grave 4 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov); 5. Vessel from Vetrino-2, barrow 7, grave 2 
(after Bozkova — TONKOVA 2020); 6. Zeglartsi, barrow 1, grave 2; 7. Pliska-West, barrow 21, grave 1 
(photo: Rasho Rashev); 9. Belitsa, grave 1 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov); 

6, 10. Pliska-West, barrow 26, grave 1 (photo: Rasho Rashev) 
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Fig. 18. North-East Bulgaria. Barrow graves 2900-2500 BC. 1. Belogradets barrow 2, grave 1 
(photo: NAIM archive); 2. Zeglartsi, barrow 2, grave I (photo Ivan Panayotov); 3. Geshanovo, barrow 1, 
grave 1 (photo Ivan Panayotov); 4. Vetrino-1, barrow 34, grave 2; 5. Chudomir, feature 9 
(photo Stefan Alexandrov); 6. Chudomir, feature 18 (photo: Stefan Alexandrov) 
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Fig. 19. North-East Bulgaria. Stone anthropomorphic stelae. 1. Nevsha (photo Vladimir Slavchev); 
2. Razgrad/Abritus (photo: Dilen Dilov); 3. Ezerovo (photo: Vladimir Slavchev); 
4. Plachi dol-2 necropolis (photo: Kalin Dimitrov) 
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OxCal v4.4.2 Bronk Ramsey (2020); r:5 Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020) 
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Plate 1. Barrow graves in North-East Bulgaria. Radiocarbon dates 


No inventory was found in those graves. The two graves from Chudomir are secondary, with additional 
fill and stone ring surrounding them. In feature No. 5 from there three vessels were found (Fig. 15.2—6). 

All three hocker inhumations from that group were primary graves — Kamentsi, grave 5; Vetrino-2 
7/1 and, Ralitsa grave 1/1 (Fig. 14.1, 3—4). The deceased (two adult males and 16-25 years old female) 
were placed in relaxed positions, turned to the right, with their head in the western sector. The grave-pits 
were rectangular with rounded corners, covered with wooden planks/barks. Red ochre but no inventory 
was found in all three graves. The triple grave from Belogradets (adult male and two infants) follows 
the same pattern - relaxed hocker position with the head in the western sector, pieces of red ochre in the 
grave-pit (Fig. 14.2). As inventory, an animal bone near the male skull is mentioned. 

Nineteen graves and one cult feature enter the third chronological group (two supine inhumations 
with flexed legs; seven semi-supine inhumations; seven hockers, one extended inhumation, one grave 
with scattered bones, one grave without a clear body position). Six graves are primary: the two supine 
inhumations from Belogradets — adult males buried in rectangular pits, covered with wooden planks; 
ochre over the body, no inventory (Fig. 18.1), the semi-supine inhumation Pliska 25/1 — an adult 
individual, the two adult males in hocker position from Belitsa (Fig. 17.9) and Pliska 21/1 (Fig. 17.7), 
and the scattered bones of an infant from Vetrino-1 34/2 (Fig. 18.4). 
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OxCal v4.4.2 Bronk Ramsey (2020); r:5 Atmospheric data from Reimer et al (2020) 
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Plate 2. Barrow graves in North-East Bulgaria. Radiocarbon dates according to the position of the deceased 


From the secondary graves from that group, eight were in semi-supine position — Chudomir, features 
2, 3,9, 13, 14, 18 (Fig. 18.5—6); Plachi dol-I 1/1 (Fig. 16.7); Geshanovo 1/1 (Fig. 18.3). Five secondary 
graves revealed hocker inhumations — Belogradets 3/3; Zeglartsi 1/2 (Fig. 17.6); Vetrino-1 34/3, 4 
(Fig. 17.1—4); Vetrino-2 7/6 (Fig. 5), one extended inhumation — Zeglartsi 2/1 (Fig. 18.2). One grave 
(Geshanovo 1/4) was destroyed prior to the excavations, so the actual position of the body was not 
clearly identified. 

Radiocarbon dates show that the barrow graves in hocker position cover the entire time-span of the 
EBA 1-2 in North-East Bulgaria; from 3300 BC onwards — in Targovishte-Shumen- Provadiya region, 
from 3100 BC - in Dobrudja as well (Plate 2). The supine inhumations with flexed legs, according to 
the radiocarbon dates available, cover the time-span between 3300—2600 BC. Given the lack of sensitive 
grave inventory, the rest of the primary supine inhumations with flexed legs could not be securely 
assigned to one of the three chronological groups. It seems that the semi-supine inhumations are later 
that the first two groups, currently entering the third chronological period only. For the moment, the 
same is to be said for the extended inhumations in the region as well. 
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Some conclusions 


Barrow graves were a constant feature of the EBA landscape in North-East Bulgaria. The earliest graves, 
so far, are supine inhumations with flexed legs and relaxed hocker inhumations (two graves in each 
group), with radiocarbon dates in 3300-3100 BC period. Those two positions of the deceased remained 
the only ones until approximately 2900 BC with the dominance of the supine inhumations in South 
Dobrudja region and relaxed hocker inhumations to the south of it, in Targovishte-Shumen-Provadiya 
region. 

According to the current radiocarbon database, while the hocker inhumations are a constant 
characteristic of the EBA mortuary practices in the region until 2500 BC, the supine inhumations with 
flexed legs disappear earlier — around 2600 BC. It seems that in Dobrudja, they are replaced by semi- 
supine inhumations, a fact discussed by V. Dergacev and I. Panayotov more than 30 years ago (DERGACEV 
1986; PANAYOTOV 1989). Radiocarbon dates suggest that, in that region this change happened after 
2900 BC; the latest published !^C date for supine inhumations in Dobrudja so far being the one from 
Rahman, barrow 1, grave 2 (Tulcea region): 2910-2670 cal BC (95.4% probability) (AILINCĂI et al. 
2014). The assumption is supported by the stratigraphic data from Plachi dol-1, Riltsi 264 and Shabla 
barrows but, still needs additional data to argue with, especially radiocarbon dates for the primary semi- 
supine inhumations from Plachi dol-1 5/1 and Belogradets. 

The barrow graves discussed here raise several more questions. The first one is related to the hocker 
graves in the region. More than twenty years ago I. Manzura assigned some relaxed hocker graves from 
North Dobrudja to Cernavodă I period (MANZURA 1999, 116). A study based on typological characteristics 
and comparative analysis of the barrow graves in North Bulgaria published almost 10 years ago allowed 
the author to assign Belitsa, Kalugeritsa 3/4, Kiulevcha 1/3 and Madara 4/4 graves to Cernavoda I - 
Cernavodá III period (ALEXANDROV 2011, 314—316). But, the reality of the radiocarbon dates appeared 
to be quite different, the grave from Belitsa actually dating to 2866-2581 cal BC (Plate 2), thus requiring 
a new approach on those graves based on the new data available: 

So far, according to the current !^C database, no barrow grave from North-East Bulgaria is to be 
assigned to a period prior to 3500 BC. As pointed above, the earliest relaxed hocker graves date to 3300— 
3100 BC period. Alongside Chudomir, feature 17 and Pliska 27/1, three more relaxed hocker graves 
could possibly enter this time-span: Kalugeritsa 3/4 (Mikov 1936, 4—5), Kiulevcha 1/3 (Mikov, 1936, 8) 
both graves being surrounded with rings of stones and, Pet mogili, barrow 4, grave 4 (Fig. 12.5). All five 
graves discussed were primary; grave-pits were covered with wooden planks; deceased of both sexes 
were buried in relaxed hocker position with head in the eastern sector, arms bent at the elbow with palms 
in front of the head/torso; red ochre was spread over the body. Three out of the five graves had inventory: 
golden hair ring and flint scraper in Chudomir (Fig. /2.3—4), a silver open ring in Kalugeritsa 3/4 and, 
amphora-like vessel in Pet mogili (Fig. 12.6). For the last one some Cernavodă and Late Tripolye 
elements were sought (ALEXANDROV — KAISER 2016, 365). Another lot of at least four primary graves — 
Ralitsa 1/1, Belogradets 3/2 - triple grave, Vetrino-2 7/1 and Kamentsi 1/5 with the same body position 
and other characteristics but with head in the western sector dates to 3100—2900 BC period (Plate 2). 
Grave inventory — an animal bone was found in Belogradets 3/2. Geographically, the relaxed hocker 
graves appear in Targovishte-Shumen-Provadiya region around 3300 BC, from 3100 BC onwards — in 
South Dobrudja as well. 

A second hocker graves group could be distinguished in North-East Bulgaria as well — with an angle 
formed by the spinal column and the legs of the deceased around 90°, one of the arms placed alongside 
the body, the other one bent at the elbow with palm in front of the torso (Fig. 17). The group combines at 
least 12 primary (Pliska 26/1 and Belitsa) or secondary (Kiulevcha 1/4; Belogradets 3/3; Vetrino-1 34/3, 
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4 (Fig. 17.1—4); Vetrino-2 7/6; Vetrino-3 1/1, 3, 5; Zeglartsi 1/2 (Fig. 17.6); Kavarna) graves. In Pliska 
26/1 (Fig. 17.8) and Belogradets 3/3 clay vessels were found. Radiocarbon dates place the group in 2900— 
2500 BC period. It seems that a general tendency towards bending the body of the deceased into a more 
contracted hocker position through time is to be seen in the region but this assumption needs additional 
proof. If this observation is correct, the graves from Vetrino-2 7/2 (Fig. 17.5) as well as Vetrino-3 1/8, 
Madara 3/3 and 4 (Mikov 1934, Fig. 296. c, d) with clay pots described as “beaker vessels ” could also be 
assigned to 2900-2500 BC period. Similar, or a bit earlier, date for such vessels is proposed for the region 
North of the Danube river as well (FRINCULEASA — PREDA — HEYD 2015, 23, Fig. 13). 

The third group of BA hocker graves in the region combines the very strongly contracted hocker 
graves with legs in front of the torso and arms in front of the head. They are always secondary, with 
simple pits dug into the barrow fills without additional piling. The !^C dates and grave inventory — clay 
cups, place them in the Middle Bronze Age or, the first half of the 2"? millennium BC (ALEXANDROV 
2011, 317). 

Several EBA primary or secondary hocker inhumation barrow graves are known from North Dobrudja 
as well — Anadolkoi, (SCHUCHHARDT — TRAEGER 1918, Abb. 4); Baia/Hamangia (LAzURCA 1980, PI. 
1/3); Medgidia, (SCHUSTER et al. 2011, Fig. 33); Rahman (AILINCAI et al. 2016, Fig. 7), Sabangia and 
Zebil (Stm1on 2003, Fig. 4, 8), Frecátei (VasiLIU 2004), Nalbant (Vasu 2008), Luncavita (VASILIU 
19952), Mihai Bravu (Mast: 1995b), etc. Unfortunately, no radiocarbon dates are available for these 
graves. The only "^C date that could be of some use comes from Rahman, barrow 2, grave 5 (two adult 
male individuals buried in hocker position) — 2570—2340 cal BC (95.4% probability) that could give, in 
my opinion, a terminus ante quem for the graves under discussion (AILINCAI et al. 2016). 

Although located at a long distance to the North, in North-West Pontic area, some parallels with the 
barrow graves from the so-called “Vânători — Bolotesti" and “Bursuceni — Zhivotilovka" groups could 
be made. The latter graves were related to the so-called “horizon of Late Trypillia - C III monuments". 
They presented relaxed hocker inhumations on the left or right side; arms in front of the head or torso. 
Radiocarbon dates from Krasnoe, barrow 9 and Bursuceni place this barrow grave group/s in the last 
quarter of the 4^ millennium BC (MANZURA 2016; DEMCHENKO 2016). That relates them chronologically 
to the hocker graves of the first chronological group in North-East Bulgaria. For the first group, located 
by Florentin Burtanescu north of The Danube delta, hocker graves in rectangular pits, red ochre and 
clay vessels are known (BURTANESCU 2002, 393—395, Table VII). For establishing the chronological 
position of the group, Burtánescu used certain parallels with Smeeni — Movila mare, grave 13 vessels 
(BURTANESCU 2002, 395). The grave under discussion belongs to chronological phase IIb of the barrow, 
with radiocarbon dates for two other graves from that phase — Nos. 16 and 18, which allow us to 
presume its dating between 2900-2600 BC (FRINCULEASA et al. 2017, 74-76, 110). Thus, the graves 
from “Vânători — Bolotesti" group could be related to the hocker graves of the third chronological group 
in North-East Bulgaria. 

The data discussed above point, at least for the earlier lot of hocker graves in North-East Bulgaria, 
to a north-eastern connection. In this context the Durankulak necropolis is very important with its 17 
graves (VAssov 2002). Although the nature of the necropolis (barrow or flat) or the date of the different 
graves are still arguable (MANZURA 2005), the presence of some Cernavoda III and Usatovo elements 
in the graves characteristics there is indisputable?! The Usatovo elements are clearly visible in some 
barrows from the northern part of Dobrudja like Luncavita, Drumul vacilor, Barrow I, or the graves 
with a cairn of stones and rings of stones from Mihai Bravu, Murighiol or Tariverde (ALEXANDROV 
2011). Additional arguments in this direction is the fact that Pliska and Pet mogili relaxed hocker graves 


31 This controversial character of the finds was the reason not to include it in the present analyses. 
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are located 15 km south and northeast, respectively, from the Cernavoda III site near Mirovtsi village 
(ZMEYKOVA 2001). 

3300-3100 BC hocker barrow graves are present west of Dobrudja, in Wallachia, as well. There, 
they appear as primary graves, often encircled by rings of stones. However, in these regions the multiple 
graves as well as “post-mortem body manipulation" dominate (FRINCULEASA — PREDA — HEYD 2015, 56, 
83; PREDA-BALANICA — FRINCULEASA — HEYD 2020, 89-91). As previously discussed, it is quite possible 
that some of the relaxed hocker graves from central North and North-West Bulgaria such as Goran- 
Slatina barrow VII, grave 5 (Krrov — PANAYOTOV — PAVLOV 1991) and Tarnak barrow I, grave 2 (TORBOV 
1994) to actually date to the period discussed (ALEXANDROV 2011, 316). Such graves appear at the same 
time even west of the Carpathians — in the Sárrétudvari-Órhalom barrow for example (DANI — NEPPER 
2006). Finally, south of the primary region discussed here — in Thrace, relaxed hocker graves appear as 
early as 3100-2900 BC (ALEXANDROV 2020a, 158). 

The second question is related to the EBA extended barrow inhumations in the region. During the 
last twenty years several studies dedicated to this problem were published (BURTANESCU 2002, 395—396; 
ALEXANDROV 2010; MANZURA 2010; FRINCULEASA — MIREA — TROHANI 2017). Generally, there are quite 
a few extended barrow graves north of the region discussed here: Anadalkioi 1/1, Chilia Veche 2/2, 
Frecátei 2/1. To that lot the grave from Vitánesti could be added, with a radiocarbon date DeA-12800: 
4256+30 BP (FRINCULEASA — MIREA — TROHANI 2017). The date from the Zeglartsi extended grave 
fits the same chronological period, so there is at least one chronological horizon with extended barrow 
graves in the region that is securely dated between 2900-2500 BC. So far, there are no extended graves 
in North-East Bulgaria that could be dated earlier, such as Polsko Kosovo barrow, grave 1 in Central 
North Bulgaria (STANCHEV 2002; ALEXANDROV 2011, 314). 

The last question that the North-Est Bulgaria graves raise, is related to the chronology and nature 
of the barrow graves with supine inhumations with flexed legs. First of all, although the earliest dates 
for such graves in the region look “too early”, it should be stressed out that they do not stand alone 
in the respective chronological table. In North Dobrudja, the most reliable of the four available '^C 
dates from Hamangia — 4530+65 BP (BunrANEscU 2002, Table XIII/5, 17, 20, 24) enters the time 
span 3496-3014 BC (95.4% probability). Considering this, more similar early dates for such barrow 
graves in Dobrudja are to be expected. Further north, in North-West Pontic area barrow graves with 
supine inhumations with flexed legs entering the 3300—3100 BC time-span, or even earlier, come from 
Mayaki-82, 1/9, Novoselitsa 19/7, Liman 2/2, Petresti 1/8, Sáráteni 1/4 (IvANovA 2013, 15, Taóx. 1; 
4). Currently, in the Lower Danube region and Upper Thrace such early dates for supine inhumations 
with flexed legs barrow graves are known from the discussed region only. In the later periods, 3100— 
2500 BC, such graves appear in the other parts of the Lower Danube and Upper Thrace, Vojvodina and 
Hungarian Plain (FRINCULEASA — PREDA — HEYD 2015; KAISER 2019; PREDA-BALANICA — FRINCULEASA 
— HEYD 2020; ALEXANDROV 2020a, KOLEDIN et al. 2020; DANI 2020). 

The supine inhumations with flexed legs in North-East Bulgaria present every single feature of the 
mortuary practices that define the term “Yamnaya Culture" west of the Black Sea: primary (mostly 
adult males) supine inhumations with flexed legs with head in the western sector; red ochre spread over 
the body, especially the head, wrists and feet; rectangular pits covered with wooden planks; organic 
cover over the pit floor; with other words — everything that in 2007 was defined as “Yamnaya package" 
(HARRISON — HEvp 2007). The data is very strong, with additional elements supporting this statement 
such as the metal hair rings, the wooden wagons (Plachi dol-1, barrow 1) and the stone anthropomorphic 
stelae (Plachi dol-1 and 2, Ezerovo, Nevsha, Razgrad). All these monuments were, more than 30 years 
ago, included by Ivan Panayotov in the *Lower-Danubian variant of the Yamnaya Culture" (PANAYOTOV 
1989). In the frame of the “Western Yamnaya groups", Dobrudja is the region “...we can find the 
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first larger concentration of typical Yamnaya tumuli and burials” (HEvp 2011, 536). The nature of 
the appearance of those graves in North Dobrudja and North-East Bulgaria is sought by most of the 
specialists in a migration/s around and after 3100 BC of “Pit-Grave populations” from the North-Pontic 
steppes into the Lower Danube area (DERGACEV 1986; PANayoTov 1989; Yarovor 2000; Morzo!- 
CHICIDEANU 2011, 225-279; Hzvp 2011; KAISER — WINGER 2015; FRINCULEASA — PREDA — HEyp 2015; 
ALEXANDROV — KAISER 2016; KAISER 2019). The new radiocarbon dates will, probably, “push back” 
these events with at least 200 years. 

Of course, there are attempts, more or less successful, to ignore such migration/s. In my opinion, these 
two, almost excluding each other theses, are the result of different approaches and different perspectives 
on the problem. If it is to paraphrase the famous expression, sometimes we cannot see the trees for the 
forest; thus either there is no such phenomenon as “Yamnaya graves” but common European religion 
beliefs reflected in the mortuary practices (for example LEsHTAKOV 2011) or, almost every EBA barrow 
grave in the Northern Balkans is to be assigned to the “Yamnaya Culture" (for example NrkoLova 2000; 
Ivanova 2014). In reality, the EBA barrow graves in Northern Balkans appeared to be, especially after 
the last decade of investigations, a big, colourful mosaic, from which we have only fragments that are 
still to be re-united to fully restore the 4^—3'? millennium BC history of the region. 
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Yamnaya Interactions brings together 20 contributions by 32 scholars, 
from 12 different countries. In latest research, these proceedings of the April 
2019 Helsinki workshop document the pathways of Yamnaya and Corded 
Ware people to the west, and their multifold contacts with local societies 
both north and south of the Carpathians around and after 3000 BC. 
The book offers the latest understanding of the geographical extent, chro- 
nology and consequences of events, while also demonstrating both inter- 


national and regional perspectives on burial customs and material culture. 
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